
1-page synopsis of OT XXVIII Sunday (Oct 11) homily on Mk 10: 17-31(L/15) 

Introduction: Today’s readings remind us that we do not possess anything in our life that we 

refuse to surrender to the Lord. In reality these things often possess us, and we become the 

prisoners of our possessions. What we have really done is to give our "things” top priority in 

our lives. Thus, we violate the First Great Commandment, which demands that we give 

absolute and unconditional priority to God.  

Scripture lessons: The first reading advises us to use the God-given virtue of prudence and 

to seek true wisdom in preference to vanishing realities like riches or political and social 

influence. Solomon chose Wisdom before everything else.  But when he accepted Wisdom, 

he received everything else along with her. Since Jesus is Wisdom Incarnate, when we put 

following Jesus ahead of everything else we receive everything else along with Jesus. 

The second reading warns us that we are accountable before God as to how we use our 

blessings and that the “living and effective word of God” must be our guide in evaluating the 

use of our blessings. 

In today’s Gospel selection (Mark 10: 17-30), we find three sections: a narrative about 

Jesus’ encounter with a rich man, Jesus’ sayings about wealth as a possible obstacle to 

following him and Jesus’ promise of reward for those who share their material possessions 

with the needy. Jesus reminded the rich man of the commandments that deal with 

relationships with other people and challenged him to sell what he had and to give the 

money to the poor. Jesus shocked his disciples with this challenge to the Jewish belief that 

material wealth and prosperity were signs of God's blessings. Instead, he declared that true 

religion consisted in one’s sharing his blessings with others rather than hoarding them and 

getting inordinately attached to them. 

Life messages: 1) We need to accept the invitation to generous sharing. Jesus was so 

generous that he gave us his very self.  Hence, there should be a desire to give in the heart 

of every Christian. God does not ask us to give up our riches, but he does ask us to use 

them wisely in His service. We must manage our possessions wisely, so that they do not 

gain control over our hearts. God gives us time, talents and riches that we may use them in 

the service of others.   

2) “You are lacking one thing." We all have something in our lives that serves as a major 

obstacle to happiness and peace. It may be anger, holding grudges, alcohol, drugs, lust, 

apathy, lies, unfaithfulness, theft, or fraud. Let us invite God into our lives and into our 

efforts to face and remove that one obstacle to holiness. L/15 
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Anecdotes: #1: How can you trap a monkey? With a coconut, some roasted peanuts or rice 

and a string, tribal people living in the border of forests in Africa, Sri Lanka and India have 

been trapping monkeys for centuries. At one end of the coconut, they open a hole that is 

big enough to allow a monkey's hand to push inside. However, the hole is too small for a 

monkey to remove his hand when he makes a fist. On the other end of the coconut, a string 

is firmly attached and tied to a tree trunk. The coconut trap, with roasted peanuts or 

roasted rice inside, is placed along a monkey's trail, and the trapper hides behind bushes 

with a net.  The monkey smells the peanuts and is attracted to them. He puts his hand 

through the hole and grabs a handful of peanuts, after which it is impossible for him to 

remove his hand since he is unwilling to let go of the peanuts.  Suddenly the trapper casts 

the net over the monkey and traps it. We too are attracted by different "peanuts" that can 

be detrimental to our spiritual and physical pursuits. Today’s Gospel presents a rich young 

man who wants eternal life but will not relinquish “the peanuts" of riches. 

#2: The sin of over-consumption: Instead of glaring accusingly at those countries struggling 

to control their population growth, we must squarely attack the monster we ourselves have 

let ravage the world. On average, a U. S. citizen causes over 100 times more damage to the 

global environment than a person in a poor country. The average North American consumes 

five times more than a Mexican, 10 times more than a Chinese person and 30 times more 

than a person in India. The richest 25 percent of the world's population use 86 percent of all 

forest products, 75 percent of energy, 72 percent of steel production. The poorest use only 

two percent of the world's resources. Workers in the developed world (North America, 

Western Europe and Japan), represent about 20 percent of the world's population. They use 

over 67 percent of the natural resources consumed each year and generate over 80 percent 

of its pollutants. For added perspective, the poorest 20 percent consume about two percent 

of resources. (Editorial by Director of Green Cross Fred Krueger in Green Cross, 1, Fall 

1995.) Hence, economists like to call consumerism "The Jones Effect" (as in "keeping up 

with the Joneses"). Others, like Pope St. John Paul II, call consumerism one of those 

"structures of sin" named "super-development," which the pope defined as "an excessive 

availability of material goods for the benefit of certain social groups" ["Pope John Paul II 

Addresses Over-consumption," Green Cross, 2 (Summer 1996), 4.] In his 1990 World Day 

of Peace statement, "The Ecological Crisis: A Common Responsibility," Pope St. John Paul II 

tied "super-development" to our polluting and pillaging of the environment, and stated most 

emphatically, "The ecological crisis is a moral issue." 

Heaven's sake," The Scranton Tribune (30 March 1994) C-2.] # 3: Dear Abby A few years 

ago, an interchange of letters appeared in a nationally syndicated newspaper column. Dear 

Abby: We are not overly religious people, but we do like to go to church once in a while. It 

seems to me that every time we turn around, we are hit for money. I thought religion was 

free. I realize that churches have to have some money, but I think it is getting to be a 

racket. Just what do churches do with all their money? Curious in North Jersey. 

Abby wrote back, Dear Curious: Even priests, ministers and rabbis must eat. Since they 

work full-time at their tasks, their churches must support them. Staff and musicians must 



also be paid. Buildings must be maintained, heated, lighted and beautified. Custodial staff 

members must eat and feed their families. Most churches engage in philanthropic work (aid 

to the needy, missions, and education); hence, they have their financial obligations. Even 

orchids, contrary to folklore, do not live on air. Churches can't live on air either. Religions, 

like water, may be free, but when they pipe it to you, you've got to help pay for the piping. 

And the piper. [Abigail Van Buren, "Religions need money too, for 

Introduction: Today’s readings remind us that we do not possess anything in our life that we 

refuse to surrender to the Lord. But, in reality our "possessions" often possess us, and we 

become their prisoners. What we really do is give our "things” top priority in our lives. Thus, 

we violate the First Great Commandment, which demands that we give absolute and 

unconditional priority to God. The first reading advises us to use the God-given virtue of 

prudence and to seek true wisdom rather than to seek vanishing realities like riches or 

political and social influence. Solomon chose Wisdom before everything else. But when he 

accepted Wisdom, he received everything else along with her. Since Jesus is Wisdom 

Incarnate, when we put following Jesus ahead of everything else, we receive everything else 

along with Jesus. The second reading warns us that we are accountable before God as to 

how we use our blessings and that the “living and effective word of God” must be our guide 

in evaluating our use of God's blessings. In today’s Gospel selection (Mark 10: 17-30), we 

find three sections: a narrative about Jesus’ encounter with a rich man, Jesus’ sayings about 

wealth as a possible obstacle to following him and Jesus’ promise of reward for those who 

share material possessions with the needy. Jesus reminded the rich man of the 

commandments that deal with our relationships with other people, and challenged him to 

sell what he had and to give the money to the poor. Jesus’ challenge exposed two missing 

pieces in the rich man’s life: a sense of compassion for the poor and the willingness to share 

his blessings with the needy. Jesus shocked his disciples with this challenge to the Jewish 

belief that material wealth and prosperity were signs of God's blessings. Instead, he 

declared that true religion consisted in sharing one's blessings with others rather than 

hoarding them and getting inordinately attached to them. Jesus’ teaching exposes the 

shallowness of our own easy assumptions about wealth and raises questions about the real 

basis of our security and hopes. 

First reading, Wisdom 7:7-11: About a hundred years before the birth of Jesus, the 

Jewish community was a minority in the great cosmopolitan city of Alexandria, Egypt, cut 

off from the comforting religious institutions of Jerusalem, and subject to great cultural 

pressure from the pagan Greek society. They were in danger of losing their identity because 

of the constant temptation to follow Greek philosophy and Greek morality rather than their 

Faith traditions.  A learned and faithful Jew assessed the situation of his fellow Jews in 

Alexandria and tried to bolster their faith with a book, now called Wisdom, which offered 

them a virtuous way of life. By "wisdom" the author meant not just worldly wisdom but a 

spiritual wisdom that included adherence to older Jewish traditions. Today's first reading, 

taken from the book of Wisdom, teaches, somewhat analogously, that one should 

prefer wisdom to every other good thing.  It quotes from King Solomon’s personal valuation 
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of wisdom: “I preferred her [true wisdom] to scepter and throne, and deemed riches 

nothing in comparison with her.” In his prayer for wisdom, the first-century BC Alexandrian 

Jewish wisdom teacher identifies wisdom as the greatest possession of all and contrasts it 

with material possessions. True wisdom comes from God; it is the ability to see things as 

God sees them and to understand things as God understands them. Only Divine wisdom can 

teach us how to live wisely and successfully in life, making wise choices. We are also invited 

to see Jesus as Wisdom Incarnate and to give him priority over everything else in life. 

Second Reading, Hebrews 4:12-13: The Letter to the Hebrews was written to bolster the 

faith of Jewish converts to Christianity. These converts faced the contempt of their former 

Jewish friends, and they felt nostalgia for the institutions of Judaism (rituals, sacrifices, 

priesthood, etc.), that were either absent or greatly transformed in their new religion, 

namely Christianity. This letter tries to show them in what ways the new religion of 

Christianity is better than their old Jewish faith.  St. Paul tells them that "The word of God is 

something alive and active: it cuts like any double-edged sword.” No wonder the “two edged 

sword” in today’s Gospel story of the young rich man, cuts through all our conventional 

ways of thinking and drives us to reflect on the things that really matter! 

Exegesis: The rich and good young man’s sins of omission. Obviously, this young man who 

came to Jesus in search of eternal life really wanted to be accepted by Jesus as a 

disciple. However, Jesus did not want this man as a disciple on his own terms, but rather on 

Jesus' terms. The young man claimed that, from his youth, he had observed all 

the commandments Jesus mentioned, including the fourth commandment. His tragedy was 

that he loved "things" more than people. He was trapped by the idea that he could keep his 

possessions and still obtain God's mercy.  He failed to realize the fact that his riches had 

built a wall between himself and God.  In other words, his possessions “possessed" him. 

Even though the rich man had never killed, stolen, or committed adultery, he was breaking 

both the commandment forbidding idolatry and the one commanding love of neighbor. He 

worshiped his wealth more than God. 

The unaccepted challenge: Jesus realized that this rich young man was shackled by his 

possessions. So he challenged the young man by listing those precepts of the Decalogue 

that deal with social and familial relations. Then Jesus told the young man that, if he wanted 

to be perfect, keeping the commandments was not enough. He challenged the young man 

to share his riches with the poor. "There is one thing lacking. Sell all you have and give to 

the poor, and then you will have real treasure. After that, come and be with me." Jesus 

thus makes it clear that a true follower who wants to possess eternal life must not only be a 

respectable gentleman who hurts nobody, but also someone who shares his riches, talents 

and other blessings with the less fortunate. In other words, Jesus tells the young man that 

life is a matter of priorities. God must have the first priority in our lives. Unfortunately, the 

rich man was unwilling to accept Jesus’ idea that wealth is not something to be owned but 

rather something to be shared with others. Jesus asked him to break his selfish attachment 

to his wealth by sharing it. He makes the same challenge to each of us today. Our following 
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of Jesus has to be totally and absolutely unconditional. Our attachment may not be to 

money or material goods, nor to another person, a job, our health, or our reputation. 

We must be ready to cut off any such attachment in order to become true Christian 

disciples, sharing our blessings with others. 

Camel through the eye of a needle: Jesus uses a vivid hyperbole, or “word cartoon,” to 

show how riches bar people from Heaven. The camel was the largest animal the Jews knew, 

and the eye of a needle the smallest hole. The needle’s eye is variously interpreted. Most 

probably Jesus used it literally. The little, low and narrow gate on the outer wall of the city 

of Jerusalem through which even a man on foot could hardly pass erect, was also called 

“The Needle’s Eye” in Jesus’ time. The Greek word used for camel is kamelos, which can 

also mean a ship’s thick cable or hawser rope. Some modern Bible scholars think that both 

of these interpretations are attempts to "water" down the impossibility of getting a camel 

through the eye of a needle. Jesus is saying that it is not impossible, by the grace of God, 

for a wealthy person to keep his spiritual integrity, but it is extremely difficult and 

uncommon. Why do riches prevent man from reaching God? First, riches encourage a false 

sense of independence. The rich think that they can buy their way to happiness and buy 

their way out of sorrow and, hence, that they don’t need God.  Second, riches shackle a 

man to this earth (Mt. 6:21). If a man’s interests are all earth-bound, he never thinks of the 

hereafter. Third, riches tend to make a man selfish. But we need to understand that Jesus is 

not against riches as such, nor against the rich. Zacchaeus, Joseph of Arimathaea and 

Nicodemus were Jesus’ close friends and they were rich. In other words, Jesus is talking 

about our attitude towards wealth. The Bible doesn’t say that money is the root of all evil; it 

says that the love of money is the root of all evil. Jesus also challenges the Jewish belief 

that material wealth and prosperity are signs of God's blessings and condemns a value 

system that makes "things" more valuable than people. 

Life messages: 1) We need to “Do something beautiful for God” by reaching out to 

others. That's the message we need to reflect on. Our most precious possession is our 

souls. Let us give ourselves away and give lavishly. Mother Teresa puts it in a different 

way: “Do SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL for God. Do it with your life. Do it every day. Do it in your 

own way. But do it!” 

2) We need to accept the invitation to generous sharing. Jesus was so generous that he 

gave us his very self. The crucifix is "Exhibit A." To follow Jesus we must have a generous 

heart and be willing to give our money away in order to express our generosity. In the heart 

of every Christian there should be a desire to give.  Martin Luther says that the man who 

has given his heart to God will also give God his wallet. God does not have to extort money 

from those who love him. God does not ask us to give up our riches, but He does ask us to 

use them wisely in His service. We must manage our possessions wisely, so that they do not 

gain control over our hearts. Let us also ask the question: "How do I use my talents?"  God 

gives us talents. Hence, they are not really ours. He lends them to us to be used in this 



world. How do we use our talents? What about time – do we use it for God?  We each get 

168 hours every week. How do we use our time?  Are we too busy to pray each day?    

3) “You are lacking one thing." We all have something in our lives that serves as a major 

obstacle to happiness and peace. We must recognize this obstacle and address it head-on. 

It may not be riches -- it may be anger, holding grudges, alcohol, drugs, lust, apathy, lies, 

unfaithfulness, theft, or fraud. Let us invite God into our lives and into our efforts to face 

and remove that one obstacle to holiness. We have a decision to make: whether to go away 

sad like the rich young man, or to follow Jesus and be happy. Let us choose happiness. 

4) We need to follow Jesus on his terms, and not on our terms. This involves giving up 

whatever in our lives leads us to evil. That’s step one. Sometimes it may involve giving up 

things which are good. As parents, we might consider all the time and personal 

recreation and relaxation (all good things), which we have given up over the years for the 

sake of the children. As a mother or father who is also a disciple of Jesus Christ, this was 

required of us, and we made the sacrifice.  When we follow Jesus on his terms, there may 

be certain crosses to bear, but deep down in the core of our being there is peace, and there 

is joy, because we know that we are doing our best to carry out God’s perfect will in our 

lives. 
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