
22-11-2015      SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING            Year B                                            

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  
How worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain, to receive power and divinity, 
and wisdom and strength and honour. 
To him belong glory and power for ever 
and ever. Rev. 5:12; 1:6

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God, whose will 
is to restore all things in your beloved 
Son, the King of the universe, grant, we 
pray, that the whole creation, set free 
from slavery, may render your majesty 
service and ceaselessly proclaim your 
praise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

FIRST READING
The prophet Daniel announces the 
coming of the Son of Man on the clouds 
of heaven. On him is conferred sover-
eignty, glory and kingship. This style of 
literature is written during the times of 
persecution.  The purpose of the author 
is to encourage the people of God to 
persevere. The text today clearly seeks 
to establish God’s messianic kingdom, 
which is eternal.      

A Reading from the book of Daniel 
7:13-14.
As the visions during the night contin-
ued, I saw one like a Son of man com-
ing, on the clouds of heaven; when he 
reached the Ancient One and was pre-
sented before him, the one like a Son 
of man received dominion, glory, and 
kingship; all peoples, nations, and lan-
guages serve him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that shall not be 
taken away, his kingship shall not be 
destroyed.

Responsorial Psalm 93:1, 1-2, 5.

R. (cf. 1a) The LORD is king; he is 
robed in majesty.
The LORD is king, in splendor robed; 
robed is the LORD and girt about with 
strength.
R. The LORD is king; he is robed in 
majesty.
And he has made the world firm, not 
to be moved. Your throne stands firm 
from of old; from everlasting you are, 
O LORD.
R. The LORD is king; he is robed in 
majesty.
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Your decrees are worthy of trust indeed;
holiness befits your house, O LORD, 
for length of days.
R. The LORD is king; he is robed in 
majesty.

SECOND READING

The Book of Revelation written during 
the time of the Roman persecution, for 
the nascent Church, clearly reiterates 
the imagery used in the first reading, 
Jesus coming on the clouds. The king-
ship of Jesus is asserted and proclaimed 
with certainty. Even those who were re-
sponsible for executing Jesus look upon 
him and mourn over him. The king of 
love whose reign never ends washes 
our sins with his blood. 

A Reading from thebook of Revela-
tion 1:5-8.

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead and ruler of the 
kings of the earth.  To him who loves 
us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood, who has made us into a king-
dom, priests for his God and Father, 
to him be glory and power forever and 
ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming amid 
the clouds, and every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him. All the 
peoples of the earth will lament him. 
Yes. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, “ says the Lord God, “the one 
who is and who was and who is to 
come, the almighty.”

ALLELUIA  Mk.11:9, 10
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our 
father David that is to come!
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL READING
In the Gospel Jesus is taken before Pi-
late the Roman Governor of Judea. The 
powerful Roman occupier asks Jesus, 
“Are you a King?” Jesus bears wit-
ness to the truth by replying that he is 
a King, but his kingdom is not of this 
world. 

A Reading from the Gospel of St. 
John 18:33b-37
Pilate said to Jesus, “Are you the King 
of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you 
say this on your own or have others told 
you about me?”  Pilate answered, “I am 
not a Jew, am I?  Your own nation and 
the chief priests handed you over to me. 
What have you done?”  Jesus answered, 
“My kingdom does not belong to this 
world. If my kingdom did belong to this 
world, my attendants would be fighting
to keep me from being handed over to 
the Jews.  But as it is, my kingdom is 
not here.”  So Pilate said to him, “Then 
you are a king?”  Jesus answered, “You 
say I am a king.  For this I was born and 
for this I came into the world, to testify 
to the truth.  Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.”

HOMILY

NICENE CREED
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Celebrant: Dear People of God, we 
believe that Dear brothers and sisters, 
on this feast of Christ the King,  let us 
ask for the grace to  acknowledge the 
sovereignty of Jesus over each one 
of us His children and subjects.  May 
we deeply feel happy to belong to his 
Kingdom of love, justice and peace and 
work for the extension of this kingdom 
in the hearts of humankind.    

Response: Jesus, King of the uni-
verse, Hear us.
1. We pray for Francis our Pope, 
our Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Bernard 
Moras, all the Bishops, priests and       
religious, that they may know that, they 
are the servants of Christ, the King of 
the universe, we pray to the Lord…
2. We pray for all the Christians in 
the world. That they may believe in Je-
sus that Jesus is not going to judge them 
and punish them, but he is going to save 
the world, we pray to the Lord…
3. We pray for all the world lead-
ers, that they may work for the welfare 
of the poor , sick, under privileged  and 
marginalized people in the society, 
as Jesus king of the universe showed  
during public ministry, we pray to the 
Lord…
4. We pray for our world, the com-
mon home of all living beings,  which 
has been under the threat due  to pollu-
tion. May we realise the harm by our ir-
responsible use and abuse of the goods 
with which God has endowed the earth, 
we pray to the lord..
5. Help us to understand that not 
only because God has entrusted the 
world to us men and women, but be-

cause human life is itself a gift, may we 
work for the betterment of the whole 
life on the earth, that it becomes once 
again a planet that is worthy to live,  we 
pray to the Lord..

Celebrant: God our Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for the gift of your be-
loved son Jesus Christ, who came to 
the world, in order to save each and 
every individual, give us the grace and 
strength to accept  Him as our personal 
master and king, to save ourselves from 
the materialistic world. We make this 
prayer through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFER-
INGS 
As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifrice 
by which the human race is reconciled 
to you, we humbly pray that your Son 
himself may bestow on all nations the 
gifts of unity and peace. Through Christ 
our Lord.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord sits as King for ever, The 
Lord will bless his people with peace.  
Ps.28:10-11.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having received the food of immortal-
ity, we ask, O Lord, that, glorying in 
obedience to the commands of Christ, 
the King of the universe, we may live 
with him eternally in his heavenly 
Kingdom. Who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever.

REFLECTION
As we celebrate the slemnity of Christ 
the King, it is good time to reflect on 
the meaning of his kingship. What does 
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the Church mean when it gives the title 
‘Christ the King’? Is the title ‘the King’ 
the most important of all the titles 
given to Jesus in the New Testament? 
The other titles given to Jesus are ‘the 
Christ, the Son of God, the messiah, the 
Word…’ So is he a king? To this we 
have to answer that if he is anything, 
he must be the King. He cannot be a 
king, a word, or a son of God. He is not 
one among many; he is the only one. 
He was in the beginning and is the first 
born from the dead, the Alpha and the 
Omega. 
 The kingdom of God is a new 
world, a world made up of his love. 
The kingship of Jesus is not dependant 
on power or approval from those who 
mocked him. Christ reigns supreme as 
Lord and King, even crucified on the 
Cross. We too can have a share in his 
kingdom when we align ourselves to 
his will. When we pray “thy kingdom 
come”, we build that kingdom, bit-by-
bit, decision after decision and choice 
after choice. Help us Lord, to demon-
strate with every action, choice and 
decision that you Jesus Christ are our 
King.  
 Today our common home, the 
world is under severe threat. The ur-
gent challenge to protect our common 
home includes a concern to bring the 

whole human family together to seek a 
sustainable and integral development. 
Pollution affects everyone, caused by 
transport, industrial fumes, etc. which 
contribute to the acidification of soil 
and water and so on. Presently we are 
witnessing a disturbing warming of the 
climatic system which is a global prob-
lem with grave implications. Caring for 
ecosystems demands far-sightedness, 
since no one looking for quick and easy 
profit is truly interested in their preser-
vation. The social dimensions of global 
change include the effects of technolog-
ical innovations on employment, social 
exclusion, an inequitable distribution 
and consumption of energy and other 
services, social breakdown, increased 
violence and a rise in new forms of so-
cial aggression. Let us come together 
to take charge of this home which has 
been entrusted to us, knowing that all 
the good which exists here will be tak-
en up into the heavenly feast. In union 
with all creatures, we journey through 
this land seeking God, for “if the world 
has a beginning and if it has been cre-
ated, we must enquire who gave it this 
beginning, and who was its Creator”.
Let us sing as we go. May our struggles 
and our concern for this planet never 
take away the joy of our hope.

- Rev. Fr. Chris Vimalraj
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