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On 1
st
 of May, we celebrated the Feast of St. Joseph, the Worker. We see in the Scripture that 

Joseph was a compassionate man and obedient to the will of God. He also loved Mary and Jesus 

and wanted to protect and provide for them. Since Joseph does not appear in Jesus' public life, at 

his death, or resurrection, many historians believe Joseph had probably died before Jesus entered 

public ministry. Joseph is the patron of many things, including the universal Church, fathers, the 

dying and social justice. 

May I wish all the Workers, especially the social, the unorganized and the domestic workers, a 

very Happy Workers’ Day. While thanking them for their selfless and dedicated service, may I 

also wish them safety, social security and prosperity. May St. Joseph, Patron of Workers, 

continue to inspire and guide them.  
 

The month of May is the "month which the piety of the faithful has especially dedicated to Our 

Blessed Lady," and it is the occasion for a "moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in 

every part of the world pray to the Queen of Heaven. During this month Christians, both in 

church and in the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent 

and loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of God's mercy 

come down to us from her throne in greater abundance" (Paul VI: Encyclical on the Month of 

May, no. 1). 

On the 13
th

 May, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. The message of Fatima is 

simple: Pray. Let us pray for our spiritual and temporal well-being and also for the salvation of 

the whole world. Between May 13 and October 13, 1917, three Portuguese children received 

apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria, near Fatima, a city 110 miles north of Lisbon. Mary 

asked the children to pray the rosary for world peace, for the end of World War I, for sinners and 

for the conversion of Russia. The third visionary, Lucia dos Santos, became a Carmelite nun and 

died in 2005 at the age of 97. The feast of Our Lady of Fatima was approved by the local Bishop 

in 1930; it was added to the Church's worldwide calendar in 2002. 

We in the Archdiocese are happy that the new church dedicated to Our Lady of Fatima was 

blessed and inaugurated on 17.04.2016.  

Let increase our devotion to Mother Mary by meaningfully reciting the Holy Rosary daily. It is 

also our privilege, as Catholics to spread the Marian Devotion, especially in the months of May 

and October. Let us pray to Mother Mary to protect our families and communities from all harm 

and make us instruments of new evangelization. May Mary, our Mother, intercede for all of us. 
 

Every year, I make a strong appeal to our young boys who wish to discern their vocation to 

ministerial priesthood. The applicants are expected to collect the application forms, either from 

the Rector, Bhakti Bhavan, or from the Reception Desk at the Archbishop’s House. The 

application forms are to be duly filled by the candidate in his own handwriting. The filled in and 

signed application form, a passport size photograph, along with a recommendation letter from 

the Parish Priest are to be personally handed in, or securely posted to Rev. Fr. Christopher 

Vimalraj, Rector, Bhakti Bhavan before Tuesday, 10
th

 May 2016. After careful scrutiny, the 

candidates will be invited to an interview at the Archbishop’s House at on 13
th

 of May 2016 

10.00 a.m. Candidates should come along with their parents with all the original documents. 

 

The Liturgy Commission of the Archdiocese of Bangalore is publishing The Sunday Liturgy 

Leaflets, titled: “HOSANNA” in Kannada, Tamil and English. One of the main objectives of its 

publication is to assist us in the celebration of the Sunday Liturgy in our respective parishes and 

communities, and also the faithful to prepare and reflect on the Sunday Readings and Prayers. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio_en.html
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You are requested to patronize this publication and help the Commission in its wide circulation.  

 

Reflection: One businessman was in debt and couldn’t figure out a way out of it. Creditors were 

pressing him. Suppliers were demanding for a payment. He was sitting on a bench in the park 

with his head down, thinking what could save the company from bankruptcy. Suddenly, an old 

man appeared in front of him. 

– I see that something is bothering you, – he said. 

After listening to the businessman, the old man said: 

– I think I can help you. 

He asked the businessman, what his name was, wrote him a cheque and said: 

– Take this money. We will meet here exactly in one year, and you will be able to return it to me 

at that time. 

After that, he turned around and disappeared just as suddenly as he appeared. 

The businessman saw a cheque in his hands for an amount of 500 thousand dollars, signed by 

John Rockefeller, one of the richest people in the world at that time! 

‘I could end all of my problems in no time!’ – He thought. But instead, the businessman decided 

to put the check into his safe. Only one thought about its existence gave him strength to find a 

solution to save his business. 

With the return of his optimism, he concluded profitable deals. During a couple of months he got 

out of debt and started to earn money again. 

Exactly one year later, he returned to the park with the same cheque. At the agreed time the old 

man appeared again. And at the moment, when the businessman wanted to return the cheque and 

to share his story of success, a nurse ran up and grabbed the old man. 

– I’m so glad, I caught him! – She exclaimed. – I hope he wasn’t bothering you. He always runs 

away from the house and tells he is John Rockefeller. 

The businessman was bemused. During the whole year he was spinning and building a business, 

buying and selling, convinced that he had half a million dollars. And suddenly he understood that 

it’s not the money, real or imaginary, that turned his life up. It was his new confidence and belief 

that gave him strength to achieve everything that he had now. 
 

In life what matters the most is self-confidence and self-belief. No doubt, we should pledge our 

unwavering belief in God, but God expects us to work hard with firm belief in the talents and 

gifts that he has given us so generously. The most important thing to protect is confidence and 

belief in self. It is the foundation of all personal success. We can achieve anything when we 

believe in ourselves. But we will fail when we doubt ourselves. The feeling of confidence is a 

positive state of vibration where our subconscious mind is directed towards the success of a goal. 

It is when we are single minded and fully aligned with the realization of our goal. Our 

confidence is our personal magnetic field that attracts that which we desire to us. 
 

Let us create positive reinforcement instead of negative reinforcement by focusing more on 

doing things that get us positive results and less on doing things that keep making us 

disappointed. Each positive experience is a positive reinforcement that increases our will power. 
 

I invoke God’s abundant blessings upon you and your families.  
 

+ Bernard Moras 

Archbishop of Bangalore 


