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INTRODUCTION
Christian life is a call to share in 
the mission of Jesus. Sunday after 
Sunday we gather together to get 
our battery charged and go back 
to the world to live our vocation. 
Through our words and deeds we 
preach the good news that God 
loves, protects, saves, forgives 
and He is our common Father. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to 
God with shouts of joy! (Ps 46:2)

COLLECT
O God, who through the grace of 
adoption chose us to be children of 
light, grant, we pray, that we may 
not be wrapped in the darkness of 
error but always be seen to stand in 
the bright light of truth. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the uni-
ty of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

FIRST READING
The first reading narrates the voca-
tion story of Prophet Elisha. He was 
a farmer, ploughing land when Eli-
jah took off his cloak and put it on 
him, by which he succeeds Elijah, 
one of the great Prophets of OT.    

A reading from the First Book of 
the Kings                      19:16,19-21
The Lord said to Elijah, “Go; Elisha 
the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah, 
you shall anoint to be prophet in 
your place.” So he departed from 
there, and found Elisha the son of 
Shaphat, who was ploughing, with 
twelve yoke of oxen before him, 
and he was with the twelfth. Elijah 
passed by him and cast his mantle 
upon him. And he left the oxen, 
and ran after Elijah, and said, “Let 
me kiss my father and my mother, 
and then I will follow you.” And 
he said to him, “Go back again; for 
what have I done to you?” And he 
returned from following him, and 
took the yoke of oxen, and slew 
them, and boiled their flesh with the 
yokes of the oxen, and gave it to the 
people, and they ate. Then he arose 
and went after Elijah, and minis-
tered to him. 
Responsorial Psalm (16)
R. O Lord, it is you who are my 
portion. 
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in 
you. I say to the Lord: “You are my 
God.” O Lord, it is you who are my 
portion and cup; it is you yourself 
who are my prize.
R. O Lord, it is you who are my 
portion. 
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I will bless the Lord who gives me 
counsel, who even at night directs 
my heart. I keep the Lord ever in my 
sight: since he is at my right hand, I 
shall stand firm. 
R. O Lord, it is you who are my 
portion. 
And so my heart rejoices, my soul 
is glad; even my body shall rest in 
safety. For you will not leave my 
soul among the dead, nor let your 
beloved know decay. 
R. O Lord, it is you who are my 
portion. 
You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness for 
ever. 
R. O Lord, it is you who are my 
portion. 

SECOND READING
Paul cautions the Galatians that 
they should be careful not to lose 
the freedom which Jesus bought for 
them. They should not allow their 
physical desires to control them, 
which will enslave them and lead to 
the original sinful state.  
A reading from the Letter of St 
Paul to the Galatians      5:1,13-18
For freedom Christ has set us free; 
stand fast therefore, and do not sub-
mit again to a yoke of slavery. For 
you were called to freedom, breth-
ren; only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love be servants of one an-
other. For the whole law is fulfilled 
in one word, “You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.” But if you 
bite and devour one another take 
heed that you are not consumed by 
one another. But I say, walk by the 
Spirit, and do not gratify the desires 

of the flesh. For the desires of the 
flesh are against the Spirit, and the 
desires of the Spirit are against the 
flesh; for these are opposed to each 
other, to prevent you from doing 
what you would. But if you are led 
by the Spirit you are not under the 
law.

ALLELUIA  (Acts 16:14)
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Open our heart, O Lord, to accept 
the words of your Son.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL READING
A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to St Luke          9:51-62
When the days drew near for Jesus 
to be received up, he set his face to 
go to Jerusalem. And he sent mes-
sengers ahead of him, who went and 
entered a village of the Samaritans, 
to make ready for him; but the peo-
ple would not receive him, because 
his face was set towards Jerusalem. 
And when his disciples James and 
John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you 
want us to bid fire come down from 
heaven and consume them?” But he 
turned and rebuked them. And they 
went on to another village.
As they were going along the road, a 
man said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to 
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
To another he said, “Follow me.” 
But he said, “Lord, let me first go 
and bury my father.” But he said to 
him, “Leave the dead to bury their 
own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” An-
other said, “I will follow you, Lord; 
but let me first say farewell to those 
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at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No 
one who puts his hand to the plough 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom 
of God.” 
HOMILY
NICENE CREED
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Celebrant: We all come into the 
world with a specific purpose. Our 
Christian life itself is a vocation. Let 
us ask God our Father for the grace 
to discern our vocation properly and 
live a life worthy of our Christian 
calling. 
R/   Lord, hear our prayer.   
1. We pray for our Holy Father 
Pope Francis, Archbishop Bernard 
Moras, our Parish Priest...and all 
the priests and religious, that they 
bear all the burdens and hardships 
of their vocation joyfully and be a 
source and strength for the faithful 
to live their discipleship rightly. We 
pray to the Lord...
2.  We pray for all the mission-
aries who work in most difficult en-
vironments of terrorism, fanaticism 
and religious indifferentism, that 
they may not lose hope, but believe 
in a God who called them to fulfil 
a particular mission. We pray to the 
Lord...
3. We pray for those priests and 
religious who have lost their fer-
vour and initial zeal, that they may 
re-discover their noble vocation and 
live an honourable life, realising the 
dignity of priestly and religious life. 
We pray to the Lord...
4. We pray for young seminar-
ians and novices that they under-
stand the challenges of their special 
calling from the very beginning and 
model their lives accordingly. We 
pray to the Lord... 

5. We pray for all the Chris-
tian faithful who live as minorities, 
fighting for their religious freedom, 
that the respective rulers and polit-
ical authorities ensure their consti-
tutional rights - liberty, equality and 
freedom. We pray to the Lord... 
Celebrant: God, our loving Father, 
give us the grace needed to imitate 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus in liv-
ing our vocation faithfully till the 
end. We ask this in the precious and 
powerful name of Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFER-
INGS 
O God, who graciously accomplish 
the effects of your mysteries, grant, 
we pray, that the deeds by which we 
serve you may be worthy of these 
sacred gifts. Through Christ our 
Lord.

PREFACE V (ORDINARY)
It is truly right and just, our duty 
and our salvation, always and ev-
erywhere to give you thanks, Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal 
God.
For you laid the foundations of 
the world and have arranged the 
changing of times and seasons; you 
formed man in your own image and 
set humanity over the whole world 
in all its wonder, to rule in your 
name over all you have made and 
for ever praise you in your mighty 
works, through Christ our Lord.
And so, with all the Angels, we 
praise you, as in joyful celebration 
we acclaim:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ....…
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COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
all within me, his holy name. (Ps 
102:1)
PRAYER AFTER COMMU-
NION
May this divine sacrifice we have 
offered and received fill us with life, 
O Lord, we pray, so that, bound to 
you in lasting charity, we may bear 
fruit that lasts for ever. Through 
Christ our Lord.

REFLECTION
A priest was invited by a couple to have 
dinner with them. Their three children 
were at table. While they were having 
dinner, the eldest child announced that 
he wanted to be a priest. All of them 
were happy. Then the priest asked the 
boy why he wanted to be a priest. He 
replied: “the priests’ visit always brings 
good and delicious food.”  A priest’s 
life is not that rosy as the child thought. 
Today’s gospel tells how demand-
ing is the call of Jesus and how 
each candidate tries to excuse him-
self to follow him immediately. 
At the outset the three candidates 
showed keen interest in following Je-
sus by observing Jesus’ popularity and 
fame. They saw him curing the sick, 
expel the demons, multiply loaves, 
preach with authority and had estab-
lished himself as a great leader. “This 
is different. I will follow Him because 
everyone applauds Him, everyone 
appreciates Him, and everyone says 
that He is a good man, so I will fol-

low Him.”Perhaps they miscalculated 
the vocation to discipleship. But Jesus 
placed before them hard conditions – if 
you want to follow me, follow without 
reservation. I want your total commit-
ment and total sacrifice, without any 
sort of attachment, total renunciation. 
The three of them began to ratio-
nalize, they wanted to follow, but 
after settling the worldly affairs, 
after bidding good bye, after com-
pleting their filial responsibility etc. 
In the OT when Elijah spread the mantle 
over Elisha to consecrate him a proph-
et, the young disciple begged to be al-
lowed first to embrace his father and 
mother, and his aged master consented. 
But a vocation to the priesthood in 
the NT is a higher vocation than that 
to the priesthood in the Old. Christ 
made more demanding of his follow-
ers. Their life was of a higher order.
One may only conclude that Christ 
demanded extreme sacrifice from 
those to whom he gave a vocation. 
He wished to root out any imperfec-
tion dispositions. His ‘hard sayings’ 
pointed out the high and honourable 
position it is to be a disciple of Christ.
 It is well, my dear people, to pray 
that in our own day and age Christ 
will continue to care and to call young 
men to be his disciples – that he will 
call a sufficient number of young men 
to the priesthood to care for the needs 
of his Church. Let us pray those who 
assume this high vocation will likewise 
be filled with spirit of Christian love 
and detachment from worldly things. 
 - Rev. Fr. Martin Anil J.
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