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The Month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart. The Church 

celebrates the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the Friday 

following the second Sunday after Pentecost. In addition to the liturgical 

celebration, many devotional exercises are connected with the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus. Of all devotions, devotion to the Sacred Heart was, and 

remains, one of the most widespread and popular in the Church. 

Understood in the light of the Scriptures, the term "Sacred Heart of 

Jesus" denotes the entire mystery of Christ, the totality of his being, and 

his person considered in its most intimate essential: Son of God, 

uncreated wisdom; infinite charity, principal of the salvation and 

sanctification of mankind. The "Sacred Heart" is Christ, the Word 

Incarnate, Saviour, intrinsically containing, in the Spirit, an infinite 

divine-human love for the Father and for his brothers. 

Let us pray that the Heart of Christ touches us and our hearts too. This 

devotion is based on divine love manifested to us through Jesus. He has 

loved us and gave Himself totally for us. In order to know the depth, 

breadth, length and height of His love, He opened His heart to us on the 

cross. Let us love this devotion and show our love to the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus. This devotion calls us for the reparation of our sins and sins of the 

whole world. Let us recite the ejaculations of the Sacred Heart saying 

‘Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us’. Everyone should recite 

daily the prayer of the consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 

Another point I would like to share with you is that His Holiness Pope 

Francis wants us to be more kind and merciful in this Year of Mercy. He 

tell us: “ Remember the story of St. Therese of the Child Jesus when she 

prayed for the man condemned to death, a criminal, who did not want to 

receive the comfort of the Church. He declined a priest's visit, didn't 

want it. He wanted to die that way. And she prayed, in the convent. And 
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exactly at the moment of his execution he turned to the priest, took the 

crucifix and kissed it. God's patience! He does the same with us, with all 

of us! How many times – we don't know. We will know in Heaven – 

how many times we are there about to fall and the Lord saves us. He 

saves us because he has great patience with us. And this is his mercy. It 

is never too late to repent but it is urgent, the time is now. Let us begin 

today". 

Pope Francis also wants us to call upon the Virgin Mary "to sustain us so 

that we may open our hearts to God's grace, to his mercy. And help us to 

never judge others but to let daily misfortunes be the opportunity to 

make a serious examination of conscience and repent". 

 

As the Schools have reopened for the new academic year, I wish a 

fruitful and successful academic year. Let us begin this new academic 

year with right earnest and do our work, both teaching and learning, with 

dedication and commitment.  

Parents and teachers have to give importance to Faith formation and 

Value-education to our children and youth. Besides imparting academic 

knowledge, deepening their faith and inculcating values in them would 

make them become dynamic members of the Church and committed 

citizens of our country. 

Reflection: A young man presented himself to the local expert on gems 

and said he wanted to become a gemologist. The expert brushed him off 

because he feared that the youth would not have the patience to learn. 

The young man pleaded for a chance. Finally the expert consented and 

told the youth, "Be here tomorrow." 

The next morning the expert put a jade stone in the boy's hand and told 

him to hold it. The expert then went about his work, cutting, weighing, 

and setting gems. The boy sat quietly and waited. 
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The following morning the expert again placed the jade stone in the 

youth's hand and told him to hold it. On the third, fourth, and fifth day 

the expert repeated the exercise and the instructions. 

On the sixth day the youth held the jade stone, but could no longer stand 

the silence. "Master," he asked, "when am I going to learn something?" 

"You'll learn," the expert replied and went about his business. 

Several more days went by and the youth's frustration mounted. One 

morning as the expert approached and beckoned for him to hold out his 

hand, he was about to blurt out that he could go on no longer. But as the 

master placed the stone in the youth's hand, the young man exclaimed 

with-out looking at his hand, "This is not the same jade stone!" 

"You have begun to learn," said the master. 

 

This is what we all do in our lives. We never realize that God places in 

our hands different opportunity, talent and gift daily. But we presume 

that we have the same old gift since birth, as the young man did by not 

noticing the different jade that the business man placed in his hand. Let 

us joyfully begin our day by thanking God and pray that we appreciate 

his goodness.   

 

I invoke God’s abundant blessings upon you and your families.  

 

+ Bernard Moras 

Archbishop of Bangalore 
 


