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Let me at the outset thank you for your prayerful best wishes and greetings 
given/sent on the occasion of my 75

th
 Birthday and Patronal Feast Day on 10

th
 and 

20
th

 August, 2016 respectively. I am indeed very grateful to the Bishops, priests, 
religious and lay faithful for the overwhelming affection and love shown to me, 

and I am really indebted to all of you. I am particularly grateful to His Excellency, 
Archbishop Salvatore Pennachio, Apostolic Nuncio to India who took time off 

from his busy schedule to participate in the Platinum Birthday Celebrations and for 
having delivered the homily at the Holy Mass and the Presidential speech at the 

felicitation ceremony. I also owe my sincere thanks also to all those who having 
complied with the invitation of my family members came to my home town to 

participate in the family celebration.  Kindly continue to pray for me. 
Blessed Teresa of Kolkata will be elevated to sainthood on 4

th
 September in Rome. 

Mother Teresa, a Nobel Prize winner, was known as the “Saint of the Gutters” for 
her work with impoverished and dying people living in the slums. She was highly 

respected by her admirers all over the world, and now with her canonization, she 
will be an inspiration to all of us to reach out god’s mercy and compassion to the 
whole humanity.  

Born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu on 26 August 1910, in Skopje, Macedonia, Teresa 
joined the Loreto order of nuns in 1928. In 1946, while travelling by train from 

Kolkata to Darjeeling, she was inspired to establish the Missionaries of Charity 
Order. This Order was officially established in 1950 and ever since has opened 

more than 130 houses with over 4,500 members worldwide to provide comfort, 
solace and care for the needy, the dying and the sick. She died on 5

th
 September, 

1997 and was beatified on 19
th

 October, 2003. 
I will be participating in the Canonization Ceremony of Mother Teresa on 4

th
 

September in Rome. May I assure you of my prayers for all of you, for the 
Archdiocese and the entire people of Karnataka at the Canonization Ceremony. 

May Mother Teresa be a source of inspiration and strength to all of us.  
The Feast of Nativity is celebrated on 8th September, with a Novena that has 
already commenced on 29th August at St. Mary’s Shrine Basilica and a few other 

places in the Archdiocese. The best way to venerate and honour Mother Mary is by 
cultivating a filial devotion to her by doing God’s holy will as she did in her life. 

To celebrate her feast more worthily, let us also approach the sacrament of penance 
with trust in God’s abundant mercy and compassion, especially in the Year of 

Mercy, and show the same mercy and compassion to our fellow-beings and to the 
entire God’s creation. Let us also receive the Eucharistic Lord into her lives, just as 

our heavenly Mother carried Jesus in her womb for nine months and was united 
with him all through her life. 
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I wish all of you a very Happy Feast of the Birthday of Our Blessed Mother.                   
I assure you of my special prayers for you, especially on 8th September when                    

I preside over the liturgical services at St. Mary’s Basilica Shrine, Shivajinagar. 
The Church in India also celebrates the Girl Child Day on 8

th
 September. These 

years we hear almost every day atrocities on women which makes us bow our 
heads in shame, raising grave concern for the women and the girl children whose 

lives are in danger. This is a clear sign of the decadence of values in the society.                  
I urge all of you, Priests, Sisters, Parents, and Social workers to educate the young 

people both boys and girls in particular and help them cultivate deep reverence and 
respect for their counter parts. We must make our people alert to fight against all 

atrocities on women and girl children.  
In India 5th September is celebrated as Teaches' Day as a mark of tribute to the 

contribution made by teachers to the society. 5th September is the birthday of a 
great teacher, Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan who was a staunch believer of 

education and was the well-known Diplomat, Scholar, President of India and above 
all a Teacher. 
I thank all the teachers for their untiring efforts to educate the society through the 

teaching ministry. Christ himself was the great teacher and he began his ministry 
of teaching with those wonderful words at the beginning of the Gospel of St. John: 

“Come and see” (Mt. 4:19). We, as teachers in Catholic Schools, are called to 
imitate and model our ministry based on Jesus the Greatest Teacher! Teaching 

ministry is not primarily about transmitting information but about changing lives.                
I pray for all of you who work in the educational institutions that you may always 

choose Christ the Teacher as your role model and endeavour to transform the lives 
of those you teach into lives of love, love for God and for others. Let us remember: 

“A good teacher is like a candle - it consumes itself to light the way for others.                   
” A Happy Teachers’ Day. 

 
A doctor entered the hospital in hurry after being called in for an urgent surgery. 
He answered the call as soon as possible, changed his clothes and went directly to 

the surgery block.  He found the boy’s father pacing in the hall waiting for the 
doctor. On seeing him, the father yelled, “Why did you take all this time to come? 

Don’t you know that my son’s life is in danger? Don’t you have any sense of 
responsibility?” 

The doctor smiled and said, “I am sorry, I wasn’t in the hospital and I came as fast 
as I could after receiving the call and now, I wish you’d calm down so that I can do 

my work”. 
“Calm down?! What if your son was in this room right now, would you calm 

down? If your own son dies while waiting for doctor than what will you do??” said 
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the father angrily.  The doctor smiled again and replied, “We will do our best by 
God’s grace and you should also pray for your son’s healthy life”. 

“Giving advises when we’re not concerned is so easy” Murmured the father. The 
surgery took some hours after which the doctor went out happy, “Thank goodness! 

Your son is saved!” And without waiting for the father’s reply he carried on his 
way running by saying, “If you have any questions, ask the nurse”. “Why is he so 

arrogant? He couldn’t wait some minutes so that I ask about my son’s state” 
Commented the father when seeing the nurse minutes after the doctor left.  The 

nurse answered, tears coming down her face, “His son died yesterday in a road 
accident, he was at the burial when we called him for your son’s surgery.  And 

now that he saved your son’s life, he left running to finish his son’s burial.” 
 

The main problem with all of us is that, very often, we judge people without 
knowing the reality. Let us never judge anyone because we never know how their 

life is and what they’re going through. We are introverts and see things with a 
jaundiced eye that certainly blurs our inner vision and conditions our reasoning. 
And also we fail to understand the reality because of our prejudice, ignorance and 

selfishness. The worse part of it: We easily judge people. Sometimes, we may be 
judging someone for something that we do ourselves, or have done. Our Blessed 

Lord admonished us saying: “Stop judging,
 
that you may not be judged.

 
For as you 

judge, so will you be judged, and the measure with which you measure will be 

measured out to you.” (Mt.7:1-2). Blessed Mother Teresa said: “If you judge 
people, you have no time to love them.” Let us refrain from judging others, and 

endeavour to preserve purity in our thoughts, words and actions.  
 

I invoke God’s abundant blessings upon you and your families.  
 

+ Bernard Moras 
Archbishop of Bangalore 


