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Dear Rev. Fathers / Sisters / Brothers / Lay Faithful,

1. FEAST OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE OF INDIA

There is a persistent legend, hallowed by hoary tradition, that Thomas, one of 
the twelve, came to India and evangelized our people. It is good for us to make use of 
the occasion of his feast to specially thank the Lord for the precious gift of faith to 
our people which has made such a difference in our life and has brought about 
so much good to all. Thomas the famous doubter is also the Thomas who heroically 
tried to galvanize the Twelve by saying: “Let us also go and die with Him”. And indeed 
he did! He laid down his life for Christ and sanctifi ed the soil of our native land with 
his martyrdom. On 03 July we shall specially pray for those of our fellow Christians 
who rejoice and celebrate their faith tradition as originating from St. Thomas.

2. AHEAD OF WORLD DAY OF THE POOR, POPE CALLS FOR DEEDS 
NOT WORDS FOR THE MARGINALIZED 

Pope Francis issued a statement on Tuesday June 13 in anticipation of the 
First World Day of the Poor, inviting the Church but also people around the world 
of other faiths to love and cater to the poor not only with “with words but with 
deeds.”

“The poor are not a problem,” the pope wrote in the statement. “They are a 
resource from which to draw as we strive to accept and practice in our lives the 
essence of the Gospel.”

After the celebration of the Year of Mercy November 13 with the homeless 
and the ‘marginalized’ the pope wrote in his apostolic letter, Misericordia et 
Misera (Mercy and Misery), that he would like for the Church to celebrate the 
33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time as a World Day of the Poor. This year the 
celebration will fall on November 19.
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God’s love for us “cannot go unanswered,” the pope wrote, and “it so sets 
our hearts on fire that all who experience it are led to love back, despite their 
limitations and sin.”

This can only happen if we welcome God’s grace, the pope added, so that 
we might be able to love not only God but also our neighbors.

Francis took as example the Acts of the Apostles that show the Church’s 
early zeal in answering the cry of the poor. “The earliest community realized 
that being a disciple of Jesus meant demonstrating fraternity and solidarity, in 
obedience to the Master’s proclamation that the poor are blessed and heirs to the 
Kingdom of heaven.”

But even though the early Christian community shared everything and helped 
the poor, the pope recognized that there were times when the Church failed to 
abandon a “worldly way of thinking.”

Yet the Holy Spirit was there to keep the faithful on the righteous path, 
the pope said, by inspiring men and women to devote their lives to helping the 
poor.

“Over these two thousand years, how many pages of history have been 
written by Christians who, in utter simplicity and humility, and with generous and 
creative charity, have served their poorest brothers and sisters!” he wrote.

An example is given by the life of St. Francis of Assisi, the pope said, whose 
“testimony shows the transformative power of charity and the Christian way of 
life.”

Acts of generosity and kindness must not be limited to occasional volunteer 
work, Francis insisted, but must also strive to find the true origins of injustice and 
lead to a true encounter with the poor.

“If we truly wish to encounter Christ, we have to as a response to the 
sacramental communion bestowed in the Eucharist,” the pope said.

The Argentinian pontiff invites the faithful to “touch” the body of Christ “in 
the suffering bodies of the poor,” not hesitating to embrace them and meet their 
gaze. “Their outstretched hand is also an invitation to step out of our certainties 
and comforts, and to acknowledge the value of poverty in itself,” he said.

Official Logo for World Day of the Poor. (Printed on the Last Page of the 
Circular) 

The logo prepared to represent the World Day of the Poor shows an open 
red door with two figures on either side. Both figures have their hands out-
stretched to reach for the other.



1919

The benefit of the encounter goes both ways and as we stretch our hands 
to help the poor, in turn “with their trust and readiness to receive help, they 
show us in a quiet and often joyful way, how essential it is to live simply and to 
abandon ourselves to God’s providence,” the pope said.

The pope’s message wishes to emphasize the encounter as an 
opportunity for evangelization, as shown by the star depicted on the upper half 
of the logo.

“We often forget that poverty is also a virtue,” said Archbishop Rino 
Fisichella, President of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization, during the press conference at the Vatican. “Not as a material 
poverty but as a vocation that helps to identify what is essential in life.”

The pope called the faithful not to forget that for Christ’s disciples poverty 
was a call to follow Jesus in his own poverty, and added that the concept 
of poverty can be a virtue “that avoids looking upon money, career and luxury as 
our goal in life and the condition of our happiness.”

This way, the pope added, poverty “is the yardstick that allows us to judge 
how best to use material goods and to build relationships that are neither selfish 
nor possessive.”

On one hand “we need to hear the cry of the poor and commit ourselves to 
ending their marginalization,” but on the other, the pope asks “the poor in our 
cities and our communities not to lose the sense of evangelical poverty that is 
part of their daily life.”

In his statement Francis presents a “bitter and endless list” of reasons 
behind the plague of poverty and suffering in the world, from oppression and 
violence to moral degeneration and greed.

“Tragically, in our own time, even as ostentatious wealth accumulates in the 
hands of the privileged few, often in connection with illegal activities and the 
appalling exploitation of human dignity, there is a scandalous growth of poverty in 
broad sectors of society throughout our world,” the pope said.

“God created the world not only for the few privileged but for all,” Fisichella 
told reporters. “Just as poverty knows no limits or barriers because it has 
extended to the whole world, in the same way solidarity must be recognized as 
an expression of sincere fraternity for all.”

Francis wrote that this day “is meant, above all, to encourage believers 
to react against a culture of discard and waste, and to embrace the culture of 
encounter.”

He encouraged people to make real gestures of mercy, especially in the 
week preceding the World Day of the Poor, such as inviting the marginalized 
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to celebrate Mass together but also not shying away from inviting them to be 
guests at our table.

Francis himself will preside at the Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica during the 
November celebration, with poor people and volunteers. After the liturgy, he 
will invite 500 of the poor to the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican to join 
him for lunch.

Though concrete gestures are highly encouraged and much needed, the 
pope wrote that it is important not to underestimate the importance of prayer, 
which “expresses and brings together the cry of all who suffer from life’s 
uncertainties and the lack of what they need.”

In the standing tradition held by previous popes of instituting World 
Days, Francis said he hopes that this day dedicated to the poorest and most 
marginalized in our society may “become a powerful appeal to our consciences 
as believers, allowing us to grow in the conviction that sharing with the poor 
enables us to understand the deepest truth of the Gospel.”

3. POPE FRANCIS MARKS 25 YEARS AS A BISHOP

Pope Francis, on Tuesday, 27th June, offered the Holy Mass in the Pauline 
Chapel of the Apostolic Palace, together with the Members of the College of 
Cardinals present in the city, in order to mark the 25th jubilee of his ordination to the 
episcopacy.

The Dean of the College of Cardinals offered greetings and best wishes to 
Pope Francis on the occasion, recalling the words of St. Paul the Apostle in his 
Second Letter to the Corinthians, “Make room for us in your hearts,” Cardinal 
Sodano said. “Holy Father, you need not tell us to make room for you in our hearts,” he 
continued, pledging him all the love and reverence due the Successor to Peter.

We congratulate our Holy Father on this happy occasion and send him our 
prayerful wishes and greetings that God may grant him good health and many more 
anniversaries. Ad multos annos! 

4. POPE FRANCIS INDUCTS FIVE NEW CARDINALS

Never one to shun surprises, Pope Francis today announced the creation of 
fi ve new cardinals. At a ceremony in Vatican, Pope Francis Inducted Five New 
Cardinals on 28th June, and they also celebrated Mass with His Holiness on 29th June, 
the feast of Saints Peter and Paul.

The fi ve new cardinals are:
1. Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chávez, auxiliary bishop of San Salvador in El Salvador;
2. Archbishop Jean Zerbo, of Bamako, Mali;
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3. Bishop Anders Arborelius, of Stockholm, Sweden;

4. Archbishop Juan José Omella of Barcelona, Spain;

5. Bishop Louis-Marie Ling Mangkhanekhoun Apostolic Administrator of 
Vientiane, Laos.

The fact that the fi ve cardinals come from “diverse parts from the 
world,” expresses the “Catholicity of the church, diffused throughout the earth,” 
Pope Francis said. In keeping with his passion for the peripheries, four of the fi ve 
men Pope Francis named represent countries that have never before had a 
cardinal: Mali, Sweden, El Salvador and Laos. “We entrust the new cardinals to the 
protection of St. Peter and Paul,” Francis said, “so that with the intercession of the 
prince of the apostles they are authentic servers of the ecclesial communion, and 
so that with that of the apostle of the peoples they are joyful announcers of the 
Gospel, and that with their witness and council they sustain me more intensely in 
my service as Bishops of Rome, shepherd of the Universal Church.” Speaking to
fi ve new cardinals, Pope Francis pointedly told them they have not been called 
to become “Princes of the Church” but rather to serve, with their eyes open to the 
realities of the “sin of the world.”

All of the new cardinals are under 80 and therefore eligible to vote for the next 
Pope.

5. POPE: CHRISTIANS FIGHT EVIL WITH LOVE, SACRIFICE, NEVER 
WITH VIOLENCE

“Christians are called to detach themselves from power, reject violence and 
sacrifi ce themselves for God and others out of love” Pope Francis said. Christians 
must live the way Christ chose to: not as “persecutors, but persecuted; not 
arrogant, but meek; not as snake-oil salesmen, but subservient to the truth; not 
impostors, but honest,” he said on 28th June 28 during his weekly general audience.

In fact, “Christians fi nd repugnant the idea that suicide attackers might be 
called ‘martyrs’ because there is nothing in their purpose that can come close to the 
behavior of children of God,” who are called always to act out of love, he told the 
estimated 12,000 pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square.

In his weekly catechesis, the Pope continued his series on Christian hope 
by focusing on what gives Christians strength and perseverance in the face of 
opposition, hatred and persecution.

Jesus dispelled all “mirages of easy success,” the Pope said, and he warned 
his disciples that proclaiming the kingdom of God would come at a high price as 
“you will be hated by all because of my name.” “Christians love, but they are not 
always loved,” the Pope said. Because the world is marked by sin, selfi shness, 
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injustice and hostility, he said, it is “normal” that Christians are expected to go 
against the current and live the way Christ lived and taught.

The Christian lifestyle must be marked by “poverty,” he said, noting how 
Jesus talks to his disciples more about “stripping” themselves than about “getting 
dressed.” “Indeed, a Christian who is not humble and poor, detached from wealth 
and power and, above all, detached from himself or herself, does not resemble 
Jesus. Christians journey forth into the world with the bare essentials, except their 
heart, which should be overfl owing with love, he added.

In the Gospel of Matthew (10:16-22), Jesus warned his disciples that he 
was sending them “like sheep in the midst of wolves.” They could be shrewd and 
prudent, the Pope said, but never violent because evil can never be defeated with 
evil. That is why Jesus sent his people into the world like himself, as sheep – without 
sharp teeth, without claws, without weapons – Pope Francis said. In fact, “true 
defeat” for a Christian is to succumb to the temptation of responding to the world’s 
resistance and hatred with violence, revenge and evil. The only weapons Christians 
possess are the Gospel and the hopeful assurance that God is always by their side, 
especially in the worst of times.

Persecution, then, doesn’t contradict the Gospel, it is part of its very nature, 
because if the Lord was hated and persecuted, the Pope said, “how can we ever 
hope that we should be spared this battle?” Yet, “in the great midst of the violent 
turmoil, Christians must not lose hope, believing they have been abandoned. 
But they must know that in their midst, there is always a divine power greater than 
all evil, “stronger than the Mafi a, murky conspiracies (stronger) than those who 
profi t off the lives of the desperate, those who crush others with arrogance,” he said.

“Martyrs do not live for themselves, they do not fi ght to assert their own ideas, 
and they accept having to die only out of fi delity to the Gospel” and with love, 
which is the highest ideal in Christian life. This, the Pope said, is the strength that 
animates and sustains people facing so much hardship: knowing that “nothing and 
no one can separate them from God’s love given to us in Jesus Christ” Pope said.

6. CATHOLIC ENQUIRY SUNDAY 

It is our privilege and responsibility to share our Christian faith with others, 
especially with the non-Christians. The Catholic Enquiry Centre (CEC), located at 
the Infant Jesus Shrine, Viveknagar, is doing commendable service in sharing the 
good News of Christ with the devotees at the Shrine and also with those who 
seek guidance through the correspondence course. As in the past, the Catholic 
Enquiry Centre Day will be celebrated on Sunday, 9th July, 2017. This year, our 
Archdiocesan Enquiry Centre is Celebrating its Ruby Jubilee and, on this 
happy occasion, I extend my greetings and best wishes to all those who 
rendered their selfl ess services in the past and also to the present team that 
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is doing a commendable service at the Centre. There will be Thanksgiving 
Holy Mass at 9.45 a.m. and followed by a Public Function at St. Francis Xavier’s 
Cathedral. May I request the Parish Priests to inform their parishioners about 
this programme at the Sunday Masses on 2nd and 9th July inst.

This year, The Association of Catholic Enquiry Centres-India (ACECI) plans to 
organize its 

16th Biennial ACECI National General Body Meeting at Bangalore from 6th to 
9th July 2017 at Paalanaa Bhavana (Archdiocesan Pastoral Centre). The Theme for 
the Jubilee Celebration is: “Come! Share in the Light of Christ”.

Please remind the faithful of their responsibility in sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ with others. Please ask them to support fi nancially the activities of the 
Catholic Enquiry Centre with their generous contributions.

The Collections on the 9th July are made for the spread of Good News in the 
Archdiocese. The Parish Priests are requested to send the collections made on this 
day to the Finance Offi ce on/before 30th July, 2017. 

7. IN MAJOR SMACKDOWN, POPE FRANCIS THREATENS RENEGADE 
AFRICAN PRIESTS, DEMANDING ‘TOTAL OBEDIENCE’

In what is perhaps the most strongly worded address of the Francis pontifi cate, 
the Pope blasted a group of Nigerian priests who have rejected the papal 
appointment of their bishop to the diocese of Ahiara, comparing them to the “murderous 
tenants” spoken of by Jesus in the gospel.

The Pope goes on to describe the priests’ offense against the Church as a 
“mortal sin,” demanding that each one write a personal letter of apology manifesting 
“total obedience to the Pope.”

This act of rebellion goes beyond “tribalism,” Francis said, and is rather “an 
attempted taking of the vineyard of the Lord.”

The Ahiara diocese has been embroiled in controversy ever since 2012, when 
Pope Benedict XVI appointed Peter Okpaleke as its bishop, an appointment that 
was reportedly opposed by “lay people and priests of the diocese.”

Members of the local church have demanded a bishop from the Mbaise region, 
like their former bishop, the late Victor Adibe Chikwe, who came from Mbaise and 
was accepted as a “son of the soil.”

In what is perhaps the most strongly worded address of the Francis 
pontifi cate, the Pope blasted a group of Nigerian priests who have rejected the 
papal appointment of their bishop to the diocese of Ahiara, comparing them to the 
“murderous tenants” spoken of by Jesus in the gospel.
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The Pope goes on to describe the priests’ offense against the Church as a “mortal 
sin,” demanding that each one write a personal letter of apology manifesting “total 
obedience to the Pope.”

This act of rebellion goes beyond “tribalism,” Francis said, and is rather “an 
attempted taking of the vineyard of the Lord.”

The Ahiara diocese has been embroiled in controversy ever since 2012, 
when Pope Benedict XVI appointed Peter Okpaleke as its bishop, an appointment 
that was reportedly opposed by “lay people and priests of the diocese.”

Members of the local church have demanded a bishop from the Mbaise 
region, like their former bishop, the late Victor Adibe Chikwe, who came from Mbaise 
and was accepted as a “son of the soil.”

In the text of his address, released on Saturday by the Vatican, Pope Francis 
says that the behavior of the Ahiara clergy reminds him of “the parable of the 
murderous tenants, of which the Gospel speaks, that want to grasp the inheritance.”

“Whoever was opposed to Bishop Okpaleke taking possession of the 
Diocese wants to destroy the Church,” Francis said. “This is forbidden; perhaps 
he does not realize it, but the Church is suffering as well as the People of God 
within her. The Pope cannot be indifferent.”

Francis also suggests that the priests of the diocese “are being manipulated 
even from abroad and from outside the Diocese.”

“The Church is a mother and whoever offends her commits a mortal sin, it’s very 
serious,” Francis said, before laying out his ultimatum to the priests.

Every priest or ecclesiastic of the Diocese of Ahiara, Francis said, must “write 
a letter addressed to me in which he asks for forgiveness; all must write individually 
and personally. We all must share this common sorrow.”

In the letter, he continued, the priests “must clearly manifest total obedience to 
the Pope,” and “must be willing to accept the Bishop whom the Pope sends and has 
appointed.”

“The letter must be sent within 30 days, from today to July 9th, 2017. Whoever 
does not do this will be ipso facto suspended a divinis and will lose his current offi ce,” 
Francis said.

“This seems very hard, but why must the Pope do this?” he continued. “Because 
the people of God are scandalized. Jesus reminds us that whoever causes scandal 
must suffer the consequences.”
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8. CATECHISM IN THE PARISHES/MISSION STATIONS ON SUNDAYS

Although time and again conducting of systematic Faith Formation Classes for 
children and youth on Sundays and in the Schools has been stressed, it is sad to note 
that some Parishes have taken lightly this important pastoral duty. In some places, the 
Catechism class on Sundays is cancelled or re-scheduled for fl imsy reasons such as 
baptism and marriage in the Parish, and celebration of minor festivities and events. 
Except for summer holidays, the catechism should go on uninterrupted for atleast 
35 Sundays of the year. Rev. Fr. Jude Conrad Santhosh, Secretary of the Bible and 
Catechetical Commission, will co-ordinate with the Parish Priests regarding syllabi, 
books, tests etc. pertaining to the Sunday Catechism. 

9. APPOINTMENTS

Name To Designation Date Installed by

Fr. Soosai  Sacred Heart Asst.  05.06.2017
Manickam  Church Parish Priest
Joe Antony, omi Bangarapet   

Fr. G. Joseph St. Gasper  Parish Priest 15.07.2017 V. Rev. Fr. 
Rosario, cpps Church    Arulappa L. Dean
 Kithiganur  

Fr. Patrick  St. Paul’s Asst.  15.07.2017
Mekala, cpps Church Parish Priest
 Marikuppam
 K.G.F  

Fr. Julian  St. John the Asst.  15.07.2017
Maurice Baptist Church Parish Priest
D’Souza, ocd Vijayanagar

10. INFORMATION

i. The Sad Demise of His Eminence Ivan Cardinal Dias

We regret to announce the sad Demise of His Eminence, Ivan Cardinal Dias, 
Prefect Emeritus of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, and 
Archbishop Emeritus of Bombay.

Cardinal Ivan Dias, was born on 14 April, 1936 in Mumbai, India and was 
ordained for the Archdiocese of Bombay on 8 December, 1958. He held a doctorate 
in Canon Law from the Pontifi cal Lateran University, Rome.
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He entered the Holy See’s Diplomatic Service in 1964 and was posted to the 
Nordic countries, Indonesia, Madagascar, La Réunion, the Comorros, Mauritius and 
the Secretariat of State. On 8 May, 1982, he was appointed titular Archbishop 
of Rusubisir and Apostolic Pro-Nuncio in Ghana, Togo and Benin, and received 
episcopal ordination on 19 June. He later served as Apostolic Nuncio in Korea 
(1987-91) and Albania (1991-97).

On 8 November 1996 he was appointed Archbishop of Bombay. Till 2006.

He was created and proclaimed Cardinal by Saint Pope John Paul II in the 
consistory of 21 February, 2001, of the Title of Spirito Santo alla Ferratella (Holy Spirit 
at Ferratella).

Cardinal Ivan Dias was also President Delegate of the 10th Ordinary General 
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops (October 2001). He was appointed Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and Grand Chancellor of the 
Pontifi cal Urbanian University from 20 May 2006 until 10 May 2011.

Cardinal Dias passed away at 8 pm, in Rome on the 19th of June, 2017. 

His Funeral Mass will be held on June 21st at 3 p.m. at St. Peter’s Basilica. He 
will be buried in the Chapel of Propaganda Fide at Verano Cemetery in Rome.

On behalf of all of us in the Archdiocese, I express our deep condolences to His 
Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, His Auxiliary Bishops, 
Priests, Religious and Lay faithful of the Archdiocese of Bombay, and to the close 
relatives and friends of the late Cardinal Ivan Dias.

Incidentally, the late Cardinal Ivan Dias had blessed “Sunset Glow”, the 
Retired Archbishops Residence on Victoria Road on 16th September 2004 and 
also preached a very inspirational Homily on the Role of a Bishop and the 
Relationship of the faithful with the local Ordinary on 17th September, 2004 when 
I was installed as Archbishop of Bangalore.

ii. Greetings to the Former Prelates

Archbishop Emeritus Ignatius Pinto will be celebrating his patronal feast on 
31st July, 2017. Similarly, Archbishop Emeritus Alphonsus Mathias will celebrate his 
Patronal feast on 1st August. 2017. We wish our former Archbishops a very happy 
feast and invoke God’s abundant blessings on them. May they be blessed with good 
health and long life. Ad Multos Annos!

iii. The 8th International Magnifi cat Praise and Worship Prayer Meeting

Magnifi cat, a Praise and Worship Prayer Meeting, will be held on Saturday, 
22nd July 2017 from 4.00 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Boys’ High School, Museum Road, 
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Bengaluru. This prayer meeting will be led by Rev. Fr Joseph Edattu VC (Associate 
Director, Divine Retreat Centre, UK), and Fr. Robert Galea, Australia, along with 
the other Members of the Divine Retreat Centre, Chalakudy, Potta. This programme 
will start at 4.00 p.m. sharp. May I request all the Priests, Religious Men and Women, 
and very specially the Lay People to attend this Worship Prayer Meeting in large 
numbers.  This year Magnifi cat will focus on the Theme: “The Centenary of the 
Fatima Apparitions”.   

iv. Priests Retreat 

The Karnataka Regional Service Team and The Karnataka Catholic Charismatic 
Movement under the guidance of its Episcopal Advisor Bishop Lawrence Mukkuzhy 
are inviting Priests who are already involved or intending to be part of The 
Charismatic Movement  to it’s 2nd Annual Priests Retreat from July 24th to 28th, 
2017 at Franciscan Institute of Spirituality (FISI) Kengeri Bengaluru. The 
Resource Team consists of Most Rev. Lawrence Mukkuzhy, Bishop of Belthangady, 
Most Rev. Robert Miranda, Bishop of Gulbarga, Most Rev. Francis Serrao, Bishop 
of Shimoga and Very Rev. Fr Jose Vettiankal, VC, Director, Logos Retreat Centre, 
Bengaluru. 

For further details please Contact: William Joseph 97403 99414, Sunitha Paul 
98803 21667.

v. Orientation Programme for the First time Parish Priests and Assistants 
(Both the Archdiocesan and the Religious Priests)

Those who have assumed Offi ce as Parish Priests and Assistants for the fi rst 
time in the Archdiocese are invited to participate in an Orientation Programme to 
be held on Friday, 11th August, 2017 at 09.00 a.m. to 01.00 p.m. at Paalanaa Bhavana. 
The concerned priests are expected to attend this programme without fail. They are 
also requested to bring the revised Pastoral Handbook for this Orientation 
Programme.

vi. Priests’ Council (Senate) Meeting

The Priests’ Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 16th August 2017 at 
10.00 a.m. at the Conference Hall of the Archbishop’s House. All the Members of the 
Senate are requested to attend this meeting. If any Member/Archdiocesan Priest 
wishes to propose any points for the Agenda, he is requested to send them to 
Rev. Fr. Vinoo Fabian, Secretary of the Priests’ Council. His Email ID is: vinoofabian@
gmail.com

vii. Deans’ Meeting

Deans meeting will be held on Wednesday, 16th August 2017, in the afternoon 
at 2.00 p.m. at the Conference Hall, Archbishop’s House. All the Deans are requested 
to attend this meeting without fail.
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viii. Archdiocesan Commissions’ Meeting

The Archdiocesan Commissions’ Meeting will be held on Thursday, 17th August, 
2017 at 10.00 a.m. at Paalanaa Bhavana (Pastoral Centre). All the Secretaries and 
Joint Secretaries, and the members of the Commissions are requested to attend this 
meeting with the reports and the future plans for their Commissions. 

ix. Newly formed Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting (APC)

The Meeting of the newly formed Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC) will be 
held on Thursday, 17th August, 2017 at Paalanaa Bhavana from 2.00 p.m. The new 
members of the APC will be informed shortly by mail. While inviting all the members 
to participate in this meeting, I request them to come with their valuable suggestions 
and to propose a few practical action plans.  

x. Archdiocesan Directory

The process of compilation of the Archdiocesan Directory: 2017 – 2018 has 
already started. I am sure there are certain changes of personnel and offi ce in our 
parishes, religious communities and institutions, due to annual transfers. I request 
all the Archdiocesan priests, superiors of men and women religious communities and 
their institutions to send in their latest information to the Chancellor by 20th July, 2017. 
Kindly extend your cooperation to update our Archdiocesan Directory.

xi. Erection of New Parishes 

a. St. Theresa of Child Jesus at Dommasandra, Substation of Kodathi

The Archdiocesan 121st Parish dedicated to St. Theresa of Child Jesus will 
be established at Dommasandra on Saturday, July 1, 2017. It is a substation of 
St. Anthony’s Church, Kodathi. This is the 3rd Church dedicated to St. Theresa of 
Child Jesus in our Archdiocese. I thank the Parish Priest and the Parishioners for 
their help in erecting this New Parish. The Offi cial Decree of Erection of this new 
parish along with its boundaries and profi les, and also the revised boundaries of 
St. Anthony’s Church, Kodathi. (Vide Annexure No. 1)

b. Mother of Divine Providence at Kannur, Substation of Hegdenagar

The Archdiocesan 122nd Parish dedicated to Mother of Divine Providence will 
be established at Kannur on Sunday, July 9, 2017. It is a substation of St. Mary’s 
Church, Hegdenagar. This is the 1st Church dedicated to Our Lady of Divine 
Providence in our Archdiocese. I thank the Parish Priest of St. Mary’s Church, 
Hegdenagar, and the OCD Fathers and the Parishioners for their help in erecting 
this New Parish. The Offi cial Decree of Erection of this new parish along with its 
boundaries and profi les, and also the revised boundaries of St. Mary’s Church, 
Hegdenagar. (Vide Annexure No. 2)
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xi. Congratulations to Rev. Dr. Arokia Raj Satis  Kumar

Rev. Fr. Arokia Raj Satis Kumar has returned to the Archdiocese of Bangalore 
after successfully completing his Doctorate in Canon Law at the Pontifi cal Urbaniana 
University, Rome.

On behalf of all of you, I congratulate Rev. Dr. Arokia Raj Satis Kumar who 
completed his doctoral studies by presenting his Thesis on: “The Pastoral Dimension 
of Matrimonial Process” and along with it, he fi nished the Post-Doctoral Studies 
by obtaining the Second level of Master’s in Jurisprudence. He also has a Diploma 
(one year) in Canonical Praxis. I wish him every success in his ministry in the 
Archdiocese.

11. A REQUEST FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

July 22nd, 2017 marks the 13th Year of my nomination as the Archbishop of 
Bangalore. While thanking God for the opportunities he has given me to shepherd 
the fl ock entrusted to me in this Archdiocese, I also thank him for the gift of all of 
you to me. As you are well aware, it is not easy to shoulder this burden without 
the grace of God and your support. Hence, I earnestly request all of you to assist me 
with your continued support, cooperation and prayers.

With every good wish and God’s blessings,

            Yours sincerely,

          @ Bernard Moras
      Archbishop of Bangalore 

            Yours sincerely,

@ Bernard Moras
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ANNEXURE 1
AB/AP 127/7201/17                                                                   30th June, 2017

Canonical Erection of
St. Theresa of Child Jesus Church, Dommasandra, Bengaluru.

I, Archbishop Bernard Moras, Metropolitan Archbishop of Bangalore, 
hereby issue the following

DECREE

St. Anthony’s Church, Kodathi, was established in 1884. Recently it has grown 
considerably in numbers, and many new extensions have come up within the parish 
limits. Its substation, St. Theresa of Child Jesus, Dommasandra was established as a 
Mass Centre several years ago.

In compliance with the Code of Canon Law, Nos. 515.2 and 516; and 127.22, for 
the erection of a new parish, and having consulted the College of Consultors and the 
Council of Priests of the Archdiocese.

I do hereby erect St. Theresa of Child Jesus, Dommasandra as a full-fl edged 
Parish from 02.07.2017

The Boundaries/Demarcations of the Parish are as follows:

1. North: Nerga, Gunjur, Gunjur Palya, Kachrakamanahalli (inclusive) Sri Sri 
Ravi Shankar Vidhya Mandir.

2. West: Sri Sri Ravi Shankar Vidhya Mandir, proceed on country road to touch 
and cross Sarjapur Road to Sulikunte Village, Sulikunte Kodathi Road, 
Delhi Public School, turn right at Chokkasandra, to Huskur via Avalahalli, 
Railway underbridge Huskur Village.

3. South: Huskur turn left Chandapura Road till Bagalur (T.N. Border).

4. East: Thindlu Gate, Doddathimmasandra, Chikkasandra, Kommasandra, 
Somapura, Sarjapura, Sarjapura Attibele Road, Bidari guppe, Nerga. 

Presently, the new Parish, within its above mentioned boundaries, has 87 Catholic 
families with the following language profi le.

Languages No. of families

Kannada 8
Telugu 7
English 10
Hindi 2
Konkani 15
Tamil 26
Malayalam  26
Total 87
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I also, hereby, appoint Rev. Fr. E. Therese Babu as the fi rst Parish Priest of 
the newly erected Parish with all the obligations and rights of a Parish Priest as 
contained in the Code of Canon Law. 

The Parish will strictly follow the Circular No. 131/2015 issued in April 2015: 
“Promulgation of Particular Legislation based on the latest Directives issued by 
The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, Vatican, which will be the 
Language Policy for the Liturgy in the Archdiocese of Bangalore” in all liturgical 
services and also good liturgical traditions and practices of Mother Church St. Anthony’s 
Church, Kodathi. 

This Decree will be read out at St. Theresa’s Church, Dommasandra and also at 
St. Anthony’s Church, Kodathi on Sunday 02.07.2017 at all the Masses.

Given at the Curia of the Archdiocese under my signature and seal on 
30.06.2017. 

Fr. A.S. Anthony Swamy Most Rev. Dr. Bernard Moras
Chancellor Archbishop of Bangalore

Cc.: 1. V. Rev. Fr. Amaldass B., ofm, Dean, Madiwala Deanery

 2. Rev. Fr. Lourdu Xavier Santhosh, Parish Priest, St. Anthony’s Church, Kodathi

 3. Msgr. S. Jayanathan, V.G.

 4. Msgr. C. Francis, V.G.

Revised New Boundaries of St. Anthony’s Parish, Kodathi

North: Mullur, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar Vidhya Mandir (Excluding Kacharakamanahalli)

East: Sri Sri Ravi Shankar Vidhya Mandir, Junction Proceed on Country Road 
to touch and cross Sarjapur Road to Sulikunte Village, Sulikunte – Kodathi Road, 
Delhi Public School, turn right at Chokkasandra towards Huskur via Avalahalli, 
Railway under bridge, touch Huskur Village.

South: Huskur Village, turn right to Gopasandra, Chinthalamadiwala, Avalahalli.

West: Gurukul School, Kadubeesanahalli, Carmelaram, Chikkabellandur, 
Doddakannaahalli, Hadosiddapura, Chikkanaikanahalli, Halanaikanahalli, Wipro Gate, 
Mullur.

Fr. A.S. Anthony Swamy Most Rev. Dr. Bernard Moras
Chancellor Archbishop of Bangalore
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ANNEXURE 2
AB/AP 128/7202/17                                                                   30th June, 2017

Canonical Erection of
Our Lady of Divine Providence Church, Kannur, Bengaluru.

I, Archbishop Bernard Moras, Metropolitan Archbishop of Bangalore, 
hereby issue the following

DECREE

St. Mary’s Church, Hegdenagar, was established in 2000. Recently it has grown 
considerably in numbers, and many new extensions have come up within the parish 
limits. Its substation at Kannur was established as a Mass Centre several years ago.

In compliance with the Code of Canon Law, Nos. 515.2 and 516; and 127.22, for 
the erection of a new parish, and having consulted the College of Consultors and the 
Council of Priests of the Archdiocese.

I do hereby erect 16.07.2017, Kannur as a Semi Public Church from 16th July, 
2017 till New Parish Church is built with its presbytery.

The Boundaries/Demarcations of the Parish are as follows:

1. North: Chagalahatti, Bagalur Village, Sathanur Village, Delhi Public School, 
Katgenahalli (BSF Signal Trg School.

2. West: B.S.F., S.T.S., Reva College, Sneha Sadan, (Airport Rd) Bellahalli 
Cross, St. Mary’s School.

3. South: Turn left at St. Mary’s School, Bellahalli Village, Kannur Village, 
Nagenahalli Village-upto Temple, Poorna Pragna College.

4. East: Poorna Pragna College, Byrathi Bande, F.D.P. Centre (Cluny) 
Kadusoppanahalli, Sathya Seva Sisters (Petra Village) Marenahalli, 
Chagalahatti, Bagalur Village.

Presently, the new Parish, within its above mentioned boundaries, has 77 Catholic 
families with the following language profi le.

Languages No. of families
Kannada 8
Tamil 60
Konkani 3
Malayalam  2
Telugu 4
Total 77
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I also, hereby, appoint Rev. Fr. Naveen Rodrigues, op as the fi rst 
Priest-in-charge of the newly erected Parish with all the obligations and rights of 
a Parish Priest as contained in the Code of Canon Law. 

The Parish will strictly follow the Circular No. 131/2015 issued in April 2015: 
“Promulgation of Particular Legislation based on the latest Directives issued by 
The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, Vatican, which will be the 
Language Policy for the Liturgy in the Archdiocese of Bangalore” in all liturgical 
services and also good liturgical traditions and practices of Mother Church St. Mary’s 
Church, Hegdenagar.

This Decree will be read out at Mass Centre at Our Lady of Divine Providence 
Church, Kannur and also at St. Mary’s Church, Hegdenagar on Sunday 16th July, 2017 
at all the Masses.

Given at the Curia of the Archdiocese under my signature and seal on 
30.06.2017. 

Fr. A.S. Anthony Swamy Most Rev. Dr. Bernard Moras
Chancellor Archbishop of Bangalore

Cc.: 1. V. Rev. Fr. Michael Antony, Dean, Mariannapalya Deanery

         2. Rev. Fr. Alwyn Stephen Aranha, ocd, Parish Priest, St. Mary’s Church, 
Hegdenagar

         3. Msgr. S. Jayanathan, V.G.

         4. Msgr. C. Francis, V.G.

Revised Boundaries of St. Mary’s Church, Hegdenagar

North: Poorna Pragna College to B.H. Cross via Nagenahalli. Kannur Village, 
Bellahalli, St. Mary’s School, B.H. Cross.

West: Bellahalli Cross, Kogilu Layout (Included) Tirumanahalli (Included) 
Hegdenagar.

South: Hegdenagar from Tannery Road to Kothanur Excluding Kothanur Village.

East: Kothanur, Bagalur Road to Poorna Pragna College. 

Fr. A.S. Anthony Swamy Most Rev. Dr. Bernard Moras
Chancellor Archbishop of Bangalore
Fr. A.S. Anthony Swamy Most Rev. Dr. Bernard Moras


